Vaah Junior Foundation
for Better Maternal and
Child Health

Formed in March 2010 due to
substandard care resulting in the
fresh stillbirth of Vaah Junior at a
high class private hospital in
Ghana, the Foundation has seen
tremendous growth and encour-
agement throughout Ghana and
beyond.

Our obijective is to help reduce
preventable maternal and neona-
tal deaths caused by poor attitude
and substandard care in health
facilities in Ghana. We seek to
achieve this through six key activi-
ties:

1. Serve as a mouthpiece /

platform for families affected
by such negligence.

2. Create awareness on impact
of substandard care on mater-
nal and neonatal mortality

Dzifa , victim of substandard
care during delivery

NEVER AGAIN!!

Vaah Junior Foundaton for Better
Maternal & Child Health

P. O.Box CT 3132
Cantonments, Accra

Phone: +2330-2715535
Mobile: +23326-1861612
E-mail: info@vaahjuniorfoundation.org
www.vaahjuniorfoundation.org

Cross sectlon of persons affected by maternal and neona-
tal mortality at launch of Foundation
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Queenmothers at Iaunch

3. Provide legal backing for
affected families where
necessary.

4. Showcase excellence in
maternal and neonatal care
delivery through the annual Vagh
Junior Award for Excellence in
Maternal and Neonatal Care.

5. Advocate for better and
continuous monitoring of healt
personnel and providers

6. Provide targeted training on
good customer care to health

personnel involved with materral
and neonatal care

Health professmnals at IaunclI




Vaah Junior Foundation for
Better Maternal & Child Health
at Work

Since its formation in March 2010, the Foundation
has already become a strong player and advocate for
quality medical care for Ghanaian child bearing
women. Its launch on May 21, 2010 served as a
rallying point for persons affected by substandard
care in maternal and neonatal health care delivery.
Five such persons narrated their harrowing experi-
ences to a bewildered audience.

Cross section of participants at launch

Goodwill messages

were received from k
invited guests includi
Rev. Dr. Fred Deegbd
who called on Ghana

substandard and unpry
fessional service rathe-( %M
than accept anything ||
under the mantra of
oLets givel

The Foundation is now a member of the World
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Neonatal and Child HealtANINCH)

Vaah Foundation at Work

The Foundationds
www.vaahjuniorfoundation.org is up and running.
Ghanaians have used the O0sha
to share their heartbreaking experiences. The website is
updated daily with a victims page that tells the story of our
loved ones with pictures.

website

Advocacy

We have been vocal, especially through the media on the
issue of preventable maternal and neonatal mortality in
Ghana and how these could be reduced. This we will con-
tinue to do till we get the change we expect.

In July 2010, the Ministry of Health acknowledged receipt
of our letter in which the foundation sought to know what
monitoring measures were in place first to prevent such
preventable deaths and to properly investigate and learn
from such unfortunate events when they do occur. They
assured us the issues were receiving attention as they
were also of public interest.

The Foundation continues to wait on the ministry for their
response. Watch out for wupda
site.

Patients® Rights

On July 29, 2010, the Vaahs obtained

a landmark ruling
to Medical Records in the Human Rights Court in Accra
that is expected to revolutionalize the doctor/patient rela-
tionship in Ghana. Following the refusal of the Lister Hos-
pital and Medical Center to
records to enable her seek medical care elsewhere, the
couple went to court to secure the said records. In his
rul ing, t he thé ugttgoenedical ce¢omscerd o
stitutes a right to information which is a fundamental human
right. So, once the respondent refuses to give the applicant her
medical records that prima facie is an infringement on the
applicantds fundament al huma
about
grounds to deny on@ccess to her medical records. Read the
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entirerulingat http:// www. vaahjunior:
Medi cal RecordsRuling. pdféo

While we welcome this victory, we are even more
happy to know that this ruling would help our medicat
professionals treat their patients to the best of their
abilities as their records could be made available for
second opinion.

Want to know your rights as a Patient? Access
the Patientsd Charter at ol

Upcoming Events fi see updates at
www.vaahjuniorfoundation.org

Vaah Junior Foundatiorfi call for Nominations

Are you a woman in Ghana who has experienced excellent
service before, during and after delivery at a health facility
in Ghana between Jan 1 2009

and December 31, 2010?

Would you like to nominate the
provider or health professional
for award?

lesﬁaﬂw éupianoundation
is accepting nominations for the award of the Vaah Junior
Award for Excellence in Maternal and Neonatal Care.

web -

Send nominations to the address below or by email to
info@vaahjuniorfoundation.org
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