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          Vaah Junior Foundation for Better Maternal and Child Health
NEVER AGAIN!!!
                Web: www.vaahjuniorfoundation.org, Tel: +233-26-1861612

           P. O. Box CT 3132, Cantonments, Accra


Vaah Junior Foundation opens calls for Nominations

From September 1 to December 31, 2010, the Vaah Junior Foundation for Better Maternal and Child Health will begin accepting nominations for the award of the Vaah Junior Award for excellence in Maternal and Neonatal care. The award was instituted by the Foundation in memory of baby Nyilale Vaah Junior who died at birth on March 9 this year in a private hospital in Accra due to what his parents call negligence and incompetence displayed by health professionals during his mother’s labour and delivery. In their grief the distraught couple, with the support of other well meaning colleagues, formed the Foundation to among other things, serve as a platform for those who would otherwise be suffering in silence to be able to share their experiences and also help change attitudes among health professionals. Since its formation in March this year, the Foundation has received tremendous support and endorsement from many Ghanaians. Its website has seen many Ghanaians sharing their heartbreaking experiences at health facilities in the country, both private and public.
The Vaah Junior award is one of the key activities the Foundation hopes to undertake as a way to showcase excellent and selfless service to women before, during and after delivery. Speaking about the awards at her home in Accra, Mrs Elizabeth Alluah Vaah, Executive Director of the Foundation and mother of Nyilale Vaah Junior explained that as Ghanaians develop the attitude of exposing substandard care by health professionals so mistakes could be corrected, its equally important that we honor and appreciate excellent and selfless service so that others would have the opportunity to learn from it. She called on all women and their spouses nationwide who have experienced such excellent service from January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010 to let their voices be heard. Nominations should include a short background to what occurred and a description of what the health provider did that is considered excellent service. Nominees may be TBAs, nurses, midwives or doctors.  Nominations which should be in writing and must include the contact information of the person sending it may be sent to the Foundation’s address at P. O. Box CT, 3132, Cantonments, Accra or by email to info@vaahjuniorfoundation.org.
Nominations received would be evaluated and a final list of award winners produced. In addition to listing these on the Foundation’s website (www.vaahjuniorfoundation.org), media events would be held to showcase the selfless and excellent services of the award winners leading to the awards which would be held in the second week of March 2011 on the anniversary of the death of Vaah Junior. 

Corporate bodies and individuals interested in sponsoring any of the awards should please call the Foundation on 026-1861612; or write to Vaah Junior Foundation, P. O. Box CT 3132, Cantonments, Accra or email info@vaahjuniorfoundation.org
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